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House Bill 194 Changes Election Laws

Bricker Bullet No. 2011-06                                        August 1, 2011

House Bill 194 (effective 9-30-11) makes some significant changes to Ohio’s election laws— 
including a number of provisions affecting schools.  Among the key provisions are the following:

Schools are prohibited from transporting students, during the regular school day, to a polling 
place or board of elections for the purpose of casting a ballot. (ORC 3599.30)

Elected officials (such as school board members) may not, during the 90 days before their 
name appears on the ballot, produce or disseminate with office resources any mass 
communication or advertising that includes their name or photograph (other than routine 
office correspondence).  (ORC 3517.211)  

Political subdivisions (such as school districts) placing an issue on the ballot at a special 
election are required to pay at least 65% of the estimated election cost prior to the election.  
(ORC 3501.17)

Ballot issues and questions may be withdrawn at any time prior to 70 days before an 
election.  (ORC 3505.05)

The presidential primary election date has been moved from the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in March to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May. (Next year’s presidential 
primary/May special election will therefore be held on May 8, 2012.) The bill also eliminates 
the special election occurring in March and brings back the February special election in 
presidential primary years. (ORC 3501.01)*

Note that the new law affects certain deadlines for the upcoming November 2011 election.  A revised 
2011 BASA School Issue Calendar and the new 2012 BASA School Issue Calendar may be 
accessed by following these links:  2011   2012

* Certain provisions in HB 194 (such as the new absentee ballot deadlines) are the subject of a referendum petition drive 
which, if successful, will place the issue on the November 2012 ballot.

Questions concerning the above may be referred to the attorneys of the Education Practice Group at Bricker & Eckler LLP:

Jerry E. Nathan, Chair – 614.227.2358
Laura G. Anthony – 614.227.2366
H. Randy Bank – 614.227.8836
Melissa Martinez Bondy – 614.227.8875
Diana S. Brown – 614.227.8823
James P. Burnes – 614.227.8804
Kimball H. Carey – 614.227.4891
Melissa M. Carleton – 614.227.4846
John P. Concannon – 513.870.6571

Jennifer A. Flint – 614.227.2316
Dane A. Gaschen – 614.227.8887
Susan E. Geary – 614.227.2330
Susan B. Greenberger – 614.227.8848
Warren I. Grody – 614.227.2332
David J. Lampe – 513.870.6561
Susan L. Oppenheimer – 614.227.8822
Nicholas A. Pittner – 614.227.8815
Sue W. Yount – 614.227.2336

Please note… These Bricker Bullets are provided to BASA members as an informational service courtesy of the law firm of 
Bricker & Eckler LLP, a BASA Premier Partner. They are not intended to serve as a legal opinion with respect to any specific 
person or factual situation.
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http://www.bricker.com/documents/attachments/2011basacalendar.pdf
http://www.bricker.com/documents/attachments/2012basacalendar.pdf
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