
Bricker & Eckler LLP Oil & Gas Industry
Pipeline Representation

Bricker & Eckler offers solutions to 
complicated legal, regulatory and policy 
issues involving oil and gas development in 
Ohio. Our attorneys are known to be at the 
forefront of this ever-changing area of law, 
working with clients to foresee and resolve 
issues that arise during the permitting, 
construction, operation and maintenance 
of interstate and intrastate pipelines and 
associated infrastructure. 

Representative Experience

•  Comprehensive legal representation of two natural gas interstate pipeline projects worth over $2 billion
    Provide litigation support to a large interstate pipeline company that is building/proposing two interstate pipelines in 

Ohio to transport natural gas from the Marcellus and Utica shale plays in Ohio and Pennsylvania to various markets 
throughout the United States and Canada. The complexity of legal issues involved in these projects requires sophisticated 
organization and detailed planning and structure.

	 As	part	of	the	first	project	(currently	under	construction),	we	obtained	and	handled	litigation,	regulatory	and	transactional	
matters for the client. Litigation work included immediate injunctive relief against landowners refusing to grant access to 
their property for survey activities and condemnation proceedings in federal court. Regulatory work included assisting 
with	permitting	and	related	work	with	federal	and	state	agencies,	such	as	the	Ohio	EPA	and	the	Ohio	Department	of	
Natural	Resources.	We	also	negotiated	dozens	of	easements,	compressor	site	agreements	and	damage	settlements	
with	landowners,	oil	and	gas	companies	and	public	utilities.	For	the	second	project	(in	the	FERC	pre-application	stage),	
we	filed	lawsuits	in	12	Ohio	counties	seeking	court	orders	permitting	access	to	property	for	surveying	activities,	at	least	
nine of which were immediately successful. 

•  Acquisition of a rural natural gas pipeline system for natural gas company
	 Represented	 a	 large,	 national	 utility	 in	 the	 negotiation	 and	 acquisition	 of	 a	 rural	 natural	 gas	 pipeline	 system	 in	
southeastern	Ohio.	The	transaction	 involved	the	completion	of	due	diligence,	negotiation	of	a	complicated	asset-
purchase	agreement	and	corresponding	escrow	agreement,	and	enforcement	of	the	escrow	agreement	post-closing.	

•  Pipeline certification resulting in $422 million savings
	 Represent	a	pipeline	company	in	the	siting	of	a	20-mile-long,	high-pressure,	24-inch	diameter	natural	gas	pipeline,	which	
will	supply	gas	to	a	large	electric	generation	facility.	As	part	of	this	process,	we	assisted	in	the	formation	of	a	pipeline	
company for regulatory purposes and represented the pipeline company through the permitting process before the 
Ohio	Power	Siting	Board.	After	a	fully-litigated	hearing,	the	pipeline	company	obtained	its	required	certificate	from	the	
Ohio	Power	Siting	Board.	Obtaining	this	certificate	was	critical	to	the	future	viability	of	the	electric	generating	plant,	as	it	
gives	the	company	an	alternative	to	$422	million	in	pollution	control	devices	that	would	have	been	necessary	to	comply	
with	federal	EPA	pollution	guidelines.
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•  Government relations for energy and utility companies
	 	 	Represent	energy	and	utility	 companies	before	 the	Ohio	General	Assembly,	 state	agencies	
and	local	governmental	entities.	These	clients	are	particularly	interested	in	agency	rulemaking,	
energy	efficiency,	taxation,	telecommunications	and	road	use	maintenance	agreements.	

•  Real estate and corporate support for an Ohio utility 
	 	 Support	 a	 natural	 gas	 utility	 in	 energy	 delivery	 services,	 specifically	 relating	 to	 real	 estate	
acquisitions,	easement	negotiations,	eminent	domain,	litigation,	facility	relocation	requests	and	
disputes,	and	pipeline	clearing	and	integrity	management	disputes.

The issues that appear throughout pipeline projects frequently require sophisticated counsel and 
immediate	attention.	From	environmental	permitting	to	litigation	to	construction,	Bricker	is	known	
for successfully serving clients under tight deadlines. We are able to quickly call upon skilled attorneys 
to address a client’s unique needs during all stages of a project.

Our multidisciplinary Oil & Gas group has attorneys with experience in the following areas.

•	 Real	Estate

•	 Taxation

•	 Energy,	Environment	&	Utilities

•	 Litigation

•	 Government	Relations

•	 Manufacturing

•	 Construction	Law

•	 Economic	Development	

 


