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Belmont County Transfer Policy Update
In response to the growing number of transfers of oil, gas and minerals, the Belmont County Auditor’s Office released for the first time a written policy detailing the requirements for  
such transfers.  Specifically, the new policy details the creation of new parcel numbers for purposes of tracking while also discussing the taxation of these new parcels.  Importantly,  
this new policy only applies in one of two events: (1) a property owner sells their property, but specifically reserves the oil, gas and minerals in the deed conveying said property  
(“New Reservation”); or (2) an owner of the oil, gas and minerals sells or otherwise transfers an interest in the oil, gas and minerals.  

Type of Transfer Updated Requirements Implications

Transfer of surface and mineral 
estate

1. Transfer stamp and appropriate conveyance fee  and transfer fee 
will apply.   

2. Existing parcel number will continue to be used. 

3. No changes in taxation or treatment of property .                                                                                                       

The property owner is not severing the oil, gas or minerals, but 
merely keeping ownership of the surface estate and mineral estate 
as one and the same.  For all purposes, treatment by the auditor will 
remain the same.

Transfer of  oil and gas or new 
reservation of oil and gas

1. Transfer stamp and appropriate conveyance fee and transfer fee 
will apply.

2. Existing parcel number will remain the parcel number for the 
surface with all applicable taxes due.  

3. New parcel number will be created for oil and gas interest, but 
given a zero (0) value with no taxes assessed.

When the transfer or new reservation involves only oil and gas and 
no other minerals, the owner of the surface will retain the existing 
parcel number and continue to pay the applicable real estate taxes.  
However, a parcel for identification purposes will also be created for 
the oil and gas interest, but the owner of that interest will have no 
real estate taxes due and owing.

Transfer of oil, gas and other 
minerals

1. Transfer stamp and appropriate conveyance fee and transfer fee 
will apply.

2. Existing parcel number will remain the parcel number for the 
surface with all applicable taxes due.  

3. New parcel number created for the oil and gas interest, but given 
a zero (0) value with no taxes assessed.  

4. New parcel number created for the minerals and assessed a 
value of $1,500 per mineral acre owned.

Two new parcels (an oil and gas parcel and a minerals parcel) will be 
created when a transfer is of oil, gas and minerals. The oil and gas 
parcel will receive a zero (0) value with no taxes due. The minerals 
parcel will receive a value of $1,500 per net mineral acre.  As a 
result, the owner of the minerals parcel will receive a tax bill for that 
ownership.


